
Journal of Modern Science tom 2/25/2015, s. 337–349

The role of the contemporary higher education 
in the implementation of the euro in Poland

dr Paweł Sitek
Wyższa Szkoła Finansów i Zarządzania w Warszawie

pawel.sit@wp.pl

Abstract
It must be accepted that Poland has used 25 years of political and eco-

nomic freedom to generate the development of country in many areas. 
Th e passage of years has confi rmed the stability of Polish and our cred-
ibility for investors, which is one of the most important determinants of 
development. Currently, aft er the election campaign for the European 
Parliament, it can be observed, that in Poland, despite the noticeable eco-
nomic growth, rising the living standards and a numbers of similar cir-
cumstances, Polish society falls into irrational contestation, negation and 
they change the current achievements into the populist and dangerous 
socio-economic fi gures. Poland in its stability is a young country and it 
needs to maintain the exchange course toward stabilization. It is essential, 
urgent and economically safe for Poland to access to the euro zone. Th e 
political factor supporting this idea is exhausted and sometimes in crises. 
Th erefore, it is necessary to give the support to activities that promote 
the entry into the euro zone. Th at kind of support should be given by 
the institution of higher education – colleges and universities with of eco-
nomic, fi nancial or political profi les, A good example of such activities in 
that fi eld are action undertaken by the Alcide De Gasperi University of 
Euroregional Economy in Józefów.
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Introduction
Poland with many positive results, aft er 25 years of transition and 

10  years of membership in the EU, now is a situation of the internal 
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decision-making stalemate when it comes to joining the euro zone. Recall-
ing the provisions and regulation of the Maastricht Treaty and then the 
Lisbon Treaty, it must be recalled that Poland is obliged to enter into the 
Economic and Monetary Union.

Th e political party –  Civic Platform (PO), in coalition with Polish 
Peasants’ Party (PSL) is currently governing in Poland for second term. 
Based on the facts, there is a need to emphasize a number of positive 
changes and developments in the fi eld of public fi nance and other sectors 
of the economy. Th ere have been notable changes in the sizes of invest-
ments done both by the public and private sector. It is particularly diffi  cult 
and yet very crucial to fi nally prepare Poland to join the euro zone in the 
term of fi nance and economy. However, the process of social and political 
preparation is also extremely diffi  cult.

Th is analysis will cover some part of the legal and fi nancial issue but 
above all we will appeal to the idea of higher education, the its role and 
possibilities of giving the real support in this process by colleges and uni-
versities. (Illeris 2006, pp. 24–32).

It is noticeable in Poland the tiredness of the current ruling coalition. 
Also, a large-scale social phenomena focused on total negation and pos-
tulating a change of revolutionary character is rising up. In the history 
of humanity, the revolutionary changes are questionable assessment and 
we have to agree with it. Th ere is a need in Poland to not make revolu-
tionary changes but to practice the policy of “small steps” in one chosen 
direction. Th e social context for it is becoming more and more unfavora-
ble. In the political game, the compensated fi ght between PIS and PO can 
be observe, in which the fi rst of them defi nitely says “No” for the euro 
zone and the second party (PO), because of the loss of public support, 
begins to put the change in time. In both election variants it means stop-
ping the civilization development of Poland and the stagnation of our 
country.

Th e political scientists plotting their own scenarios, public people are 
given speeches with the original thesis, but there is no real solution for 
this problem. In this kind of “stalemate”, it is a need to go back to the pos-
itive work. Th e issues of the euro zone are not suitable for considerations 
specifi c to the nature of political discourse festival. Society manipulated 
in part and in part not having the knowledge is a very unpredictable elec-
toral voice. Th erefore, there is a demand for a permanent commitment of 
colleges and universities in the discussion and in the transfer of technical 
knowledge to broad masses of students who along with their families can 
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make real electoral changes and give a signal of support for the introduc-
tion of the euro zone in Poland.

The school function in the past and now
From the earliest times, the expectations towards school and educa-

tion were always large. Mistakenly, in these expectations, the importance 
and role of the family from which the children come is omitted. A little 
citizen is staring learning in schools but still is getting the basic profi ling 
in the family home. A consistent point of view can be found among the-
orists that higher education in particular should primarily lead graduate 
to the development of ability of independent and comprehensive thinking 
in many areas.

It is natural that the foundations of science have been given by ancient 
states. Educational systems and methods were modifi ed during passing 
years (see: Kot, 1996, pp. 46–97).

Starting from Sparta, it can be observed that the historical background 
prejudge the purposes of education. Th e specifi c needs of the country in 
specifi c military threats caused that the education system puts the empha-
sis on fundamental physical education for military purposes, where the 
aspect of the development of the minds had less importance in the uni-
versal scale. Naturally, the education was in the hands of the state and 
the state, by its own priorities, could rapidly deploy these needs into the 
education system.

A signifi cant change can be seen in the diff erence in the education 
system in Athens. Athens State in geopolitics had not such threats as 
Sparta, so they developed a citizen model with the emphasis on peace and 
internal development of human being. Finally, the Democratic Republic 
of Athens (fi ft h century BC) emphasized that education focused on the 
comprehensive and harmonious development of the child with regard to 
its individuality and aspirations. Th e assumption was made the Athenian 
school system had been educated in three areas:
1. intellectual,
2. moral and,
3. physical.

Another important period in the development of higher education 
which depends on the historical background was Ancient Rome. It is 
assumed that aft er the bloom of the Roman Empire, it means, aft er the 
conquest of the Hellenistic East (Egypt, Macedonia, etc) there has been 
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expansive growth and change in education. Th ere has been widespread 
of mathematics, technology, astronomy, the development of agrarian 
knowledge and the beginning of general trend in education. Th e attention 
should be paid to the details of the mentioned era. Namely, the specialized 
Roman legions, the exclusion of other lands with respect to cultural oth-
erness, etc. necessitated greater knowledge and tolerance. It was necessary 
to increase the scope of education for an eff ective policy of conquest and 
for providing administrative stability with the respect to the diff erence of 
conquered lands and people. It is worthy to point out that physical educa-
tion so important during Sparta time, in Ancient Rome lost its importance 
and the education of the citizen with strong mind was being promoted.

Th is brief review of three periods, Sparta, Athens and Rome, with 
their own dependences, shows that the state heavily used the determined 
by itself strategy to form and create the education program and objectives. 
It is natural that the determinants of the country security had big infl u-
ence on the education system. Many agreed that it should be done also 
currently.

Evidently, n the twenty-fi rst century and in the globalization era and 
the time of state and private education, the new conditions are created. 
Although, the common denominators of the characteristics of univer-
sal values should remain stable. First of all, the values that regardless of 
political and religious factors constitute the safety of the modern state. Of 
course, the limitation must be made that the political system of the state is 
consistent with the axiology defi ned by society.

Th e issue of the introduction of the euro in Poland is very complex as it 
was already mentioned. In addition, the matter is even more complicated 
due to the fact that in the case of changing the currency, the changes in 
the Constitution of 1997 must be made. In Polish conditions, this means 
having a qualifi ed majority in parliament, which it has not happened since 
1997. Simply put, it is not currently possible from the political point of 
view. On the one hand, the largest opposition party, clearly aiming to take 
power, announce that joining the euro area means the loss of Polish sov-
ereignty attribute. At the same time the opposite side of the political scene 
is defi ned voice “that the entry into the euro zone will more strengthen 
Poland than missile shield”.

Th e problem of entering into the euro zone is extremely important for 
the safety of current and future Poland and in the context of political real-
ities we have to refl ect on the importance of higher education in the sub-
stantive preparation of citizens for the changeover It would be a change 
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which actually stems from the historical background and geo-political 
conditions in which Poland exists. Current higher education in Poland 
has a large variety in terms of founding bodies, directions and strategies 
for education. It is worth paying attention to education in full-time, dis-
tance learning, the Universities of the Th ird Age for the elderly, etc.

Th e lifelong learning plays an important role. Th ere is a report from 
the Conference “Lifelong education and higher education in the twen-
ty-fi rst century” (Frąckowiak, 2004, p. 263). Th is report brought a very 
realistic assessment and crucial conclusions. According to them, there 
is a need to for changes in the higher education institution so that they 
could become institutions of learning throughout entire life. Th ese 
changes relate primarily to: 
– more fl exible approach to the admissions;
– development of distance education;
– training and teaching methods;
– creating a system that will accept experience gained by adults in 

non-formal education;
– modalities for granting educational loans;
– universities need to be closer to the local community.

Th ere should be remodeling of colleges and universities toward the 
needs and expectations of people who want to grow and develop. At 
the same time, the aspect of the separation of education from a practi-
cal dimensions, in the sense of connecting the practical and theoretical 
knowledge, is noticed. In addition, the most of specialization could make, 
at least at the minimum level, the connection to civil or state matters. 
Th e big problem is that they do not do it and that is signifi cant error of 
the globalization period. Th e number of people with higher education is 
very high but the social phenomena, in particular the election attendance 
shows that the same people are isolated from domestic and civil matters.

A drawback of higher education systems is its traditional model. It 
means that the system expects from the student to learn a particular fi eld 
of knowledge, to demonstrate the mastery of this knowledge and the end. 
Th e variety of specialization and issues allows the acquisition of formal 
and non-formal knowledge. However, the opportunity to present own 
view by the student or verifying the position within the group become 
neglected by latest methods (test, e-learning). Undoubtedly, there are 
many benefi ts fl owing from the participation of universities and colleges 
in educational programs off ered by the European Union. Higher educa-
tion is an important element of the idea of comprehensive education, as 
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they have the potential to be used for better realization of that idea. Th ere-
fore, it is not surprising that we want to see higher education institutions 
as an important and decisive factor for the direction of the development 
of the civic education idea.

It is worth to mention that today, we have today such specialization 
as: economics, fi nance, accounting, banking, internal security, law, public 
administration, political science, management, and many others. All these 
directions are predisposed to give to a student the opportunity to present 
and verify their views on the public interest matter.

We can give here an example of 24 year old person studying national 
security. Th is student has some failure and problem in labor market and 
he postulates the comeback to the nationalization of workplaces in Poland. 
Th is is a young person who is left  with his real problems and when listen-
ing to the opposition leader’s promises, in his helplessness, he is able to 
support something even irrational but what can give him hope. In the 
context of national security study, there are lot of thematic panels allow 
discussion on this issue. Such discussions are necessary from the national 
security point of view. Th e adoption of this concept on a mass scale by the 
opposition party will change country’s political system and going back to 
the central economy, one-party system and also the return of all associ-
ated economic distortions. Such situation must change the status of the 
internal security of the country.

Finally, it can be concluded that the school has an incomparable range 
of qualities, allowing involvement in the implementation of the euro in 
Poland. Namely, school from the beginning of the education system to the 
higher education is characterized by:
– reaching out to a broad age range (from a small child to the very 

mature person very) 
– enjoying the public trust,
– enjoying the political neutrality,
– through educational cycles, it has the ability to conduct deepened 

block about the euro currency.

Contemporary College is obliged enter into the process of 
implementation of the euro in Poland

Current historical background situates Poland as a member of the 
NATO and the EU member located on the eastern border of the Euro-
pean Union. Th is is a very important and signifi cant in the consequences 
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fact. At the same time, the truth is that the European Union is one of the 
most important economic areas of the world from the generated GDP and 
external trade volume point of view. Poland, along with its geographical 
location has no other real strong and safe economic community in neigh-
borhood. In a sense, the conclusion is entitled that Poland must cooperate 
closely with the European Union and every concept of isolation of Poland, 
even under the pretext of concern for the misunderstood “independence” 
is contrary to the Polish national interest when it comes to contemporary 
Polish position.

Referring to the function of education and its missions undertaken 
in ancient times, today the claim should be to formulate that the current 
higher education in Poland is distanced from binding to its mission of 
civic education. Of course, the origin of this negative phenomenon is easy 
to diagnose. Poland is a relatively young democracy therefore the number 
of institutions also universities, sensing people’s anticipation are distanc-
ing themselves from political and party themes. Unfortunately, this is 
a dangerous confusion of concepts. Th is will cause the weakening of social 
attitudes and consequently the weakening of the national security in favor 
of overcoming extreme populist or national groups. Extremely important 
from the point of view of economic security is the issue of Polish acces-
sion to the euro zone (see: Sitek, 2008, pp. 203–215).

Th e value of the currency and economic condition of the area, which 
this currency represents is dependent on the legal and economic condi-
tions. According to stable and reliable sources, it must be noted that the 
euro currency is stronger than the Polish zloty. Over the past 20 years, the 
increasingly stronger link between fi nancial markets in the world could 
be observed, it was also true in the European Union. Th e result is this ten-
dency is the globalization of fi nancial markets (banking system, insurance 
system, the securities). In practice, this means the participation of cross-
border actors in eff ecting the transaction. Naturally, this eliminates the 
occurrence of foreign exchange risks, accelerating the trade of goods and 
services, but also carries some risks (International Monetary Fund, 2002).

You have to agree with the view that the Polish accession to the euro 
area is a strategic issue and certainly consistent with the Polish raison 
d’etat . Leaving aside the discussion of concerns and benefi ts or risks , it 
is necessary to adopt the view that Poland has no alternative (Stępniak, 
2002, p. 59). A country wishing to join the euro zone must meet the con-
vergence criteria (the Maastricht criteria). Stability of the monetary union 
guarantees the receiving countries will meet stringent requirements that 
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are diffi  cult to push in national politics due to the need for strict fi scal 
policy. Poland and each country joining the monetary union must achieve 
a considerable degree of convergence, which applies to both nominal val-
ues (for example: infl ation), as well as some real values (synchronization 
of business cycles). In order to ensure stability within the euro zone, a list 
of the convergence criteria was created that determine whether a coun-
try is prepared to adopt the common currency. Th ere are four economic 
conditions:
1. Th e price stability criterion – infl ation is not higher than 1.5 percent-

age points above the average level of infl ation in the three countries 
with the lowest average,

2. Th e fi scal criterion – the budget defi cit no greater than 3% of GDP and 
public debt not exceeding 60% of GDP,

3. Th e interest rate criterion – long-term interest rate not higher than 2 
percentage points above the average level of interest rates in the three 
EU countries with the lowest infl ation,

4. Th e exchange rate criterion –  a stable exchange rate not extending 
beyond level fl uctuations (+ / – 15%) to a fi xed exchange rate to the 
euro in ERM II for two years.
Th e convergence criteria are set out in art. 140 of Treaty on the 

Functioning of the European Union and specifi ed in the Protocol no 13 
annexed to the Treaties. In accordance with art. 140 of mentioned Treaty 
on the Functioning of the European Union, the Commission and the 
European Central Bank are obliged to publish reports on the progress 
made by Member States on the path to membership in the Economic and 
Monetary Union. Th e fulfi llment of the convergence criteria is included 
in the report as achievement of high degree of sustainable convergence, 
which is the basis for the start of the abrogation of the derogation. Abro-
gation of the derogation is associated with the obtaining of formal mem-
bership in the Economic and Monetary Union. Th e decision to abrogate 
a derogation is made by the Council at the request of the Commission, 
based on the recommendation of the members of the Council represent-
ing the countries of euro zone (Offi  cial Journal of the European Union, 
2012/C 326/01 from 26.10.2012 – article140).

In Poland, the achieving the above four economic conditions generally 
took already place in 2007. Currently, in 2014 Poland achieved similar 
results and it is not a big problem now. Th e biggest problem is the lack of 
social approval resulting from ignorance, defi ance or as a result of actions 
taken by the opposition parties proclaiming populism. Moreover, there is 
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already mentioned problem of having changes in the Constitution of 1997 
and from the political point of view it is impossible now. Finally, from the 
perspective of 10 years of Polish presence in the European Union and cur-
rent political realities in the country, it should be assumed that this strate-
gic for Poland step will be made in the long term which aff ects Poland be 
pushed to the economic “second speed” in the European Union.

What is extremely important for this argument, the economic crisis 
of recent years, which has aff ected the global economy, also negatively 
aff ect the economic situation and macroeconomic indicators in the Euro-
pean Union. Consequently, the European Union, with a very strong com-
mitment to the euro zone countries, began diagnosis, preparation and 
implementation of mechanisms to strengthen the euro zone. Th e essential 
mechanisms, which will be broadly talked below, are designed to deepen 
economic and monetary union in relation to the countries belonging to 
the euro area. Hence, there is the thesis about “two-speeds”, that are the 
European Union Member States that are in the euro zone and outside the 
euro area. Th ese mechanisms are designed to improve confi dence in the 
eff ectiveness of European and national policies, to perform key public 
functions, such as the stabilization of economies and banking systems, as 
well as to ensure a high level of economic growth and social welfare.

Th e idea of a banking union aims to strengthen the protection of the 
euro zone countries against external economic shocks, ensure the Euro-
pean model of consistency and maintain the European Union’s infl uence 
on a global level. Generally, banking union which is scheduled to start its 
operation from 2015, is treated as the creation of an integrated fi nancial 
framework.

Th e concept of the banking union is based on three pillars.
Th e fi rst pillar is aimed at harmonizing legal rules to protect deposits 

up to EUR 100 thousand euro. Th is is not the revolutionary features due 
to applicability of this regimen in most countries, including Poland. Th is 
requirement is to be introduced in all the European Union countries.

Th e second pillar involves the strengthening of the position and power 
of the European Central Bank. Expected changes cause the control of the 
ECB under biggest banks. Th e European Central Bank control does not 
cover the entire banking system and entire fi nancial services sector. In the 
case of Poland, a large part of the fi nancial services has been taken by the 
Credit Unions. Th is resulted large number of cautions and warnings com-
ing from the institutions responsible for the security of fi nancial trading. 
Th e Credit Unions in Poland remained outside the banking supervision, 
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which created a signifi cant risk to depositors, especially in the context 
of increasing amounts deposited in the accounts of credit unions (Biek-
ieszczuk, 2011, p.13). Aft er a political discussions, Poland managed to 
make changes to the Act of 5 November 2009 on the Credit Unions, intro-
ducing partial supervision of the Financial Supervisory Commission on 
Credit Unions ( Dz. U. z 2012 r. poz. 855 and 1166 with amendments). 
In the context of mentioned supervision of the ECB, it is clear that it will 
not be applicable to the Credit. A similar situation is in Germany. Very 
popular saving banks operated in federal states, whose balance sheet total 
does not exceed EUR 30 billion, will not be covered with the supervi-
sion of the ECB. In Poland, most of the banks are operating as a part of 
huge European institutions, which will be under the control of the ECB, 
because they are established in the country of the euro area. Among the 
banks with dominant Polish capital, large enough to fulfi ll banking union 
criteria is only PKO BP.

Th e last – third pillar concerns the prudential mechanism of the bank-
ruptcy and liquidation of the bank risk. Currently each country according 
to its own banking law (national) has its own regulations in this regard. 
At the design stage of legal principles to this pillar, it was postulated that 
the European Commission should have competence in this area. Finally, 
the point of view that the Minister of Finance, as the fi scal policy makers 
must have the right to co-decision won. Th e third pillar involves the crea-
tion of a special fund of bank deposits. Fund capital increase gradually up 
to the value of 55 million euros.

Returning to the issue of Polish accession to the euro zone, it should 
be noted that extending the period of accession to the monetary union, 
Poland condemned to remain in the second speed with a clear increasing 
distance to the countries in the euro area. While there is implementation 
of the banking union, Poland remains as a country called “state of close 
cooperation” and consequently, new and extremely important anti-crisis 
solutions will not be fully implemented in our country (M. Moschella 
2011, p 106; Buckley and Howarth, 2011 pp 123-143). Practically, it is 
uncountable but the lack of full commitment of Poland into banking 
union is connected with the reduction of economic security.

It can be safely argued that all public and private colleges and universi-
ties are the last real area which may aff ect or change social knowledge and 
social disapproval about joining by Poland the euro zone.

Previous actions of political parties, the leadership team, churches or 
other organized social groups were not able to really achieve anything in 
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the fi eld of Polish citizen awareness in this matter. It may be mentioned 
that in a referendum of 2003 regarding Polish accession to the European 
Union, the attendance slightly exceeded 50 percent required for its valid-
ity. Absolutely, it is certain that the current state of knowledge and citizen-
ship attitude, in the case of a referendum regarding introduction the euro 
currency in Poland, would lead to a negative result.

Conclusion
Th e colleges and universities have a social trust, they are apolitical and 

they can use a wide range of substantive and thematic instruments. Start-
ing with the substantive lectures there is a need to open the discussions 
around these issues. Th en, questions and concerns should be answered 
and explained and this shell lead into the situation in which the citizen-
student could ask the question bothering him or her and discuss about 
own the arguments. Th e reality of such discussion, initiated by various 
professors and conducting over the years of study, must bring the growth 
of attitudes oriented on the interest and acceptance for transparent eco-
nomic structure.

An important form is the “public opened lectures” where universities 
invites experts from the diff erent fi eld. Depending on the predisposition 
of the speaker, a very extensive exchange of views may take place during 
which the knowledge about the euro currency and the euro zone can be 
consolidated. Another important form of higher education institutions’ 
activity is organized conferences. Th is is an even roomier substantive tool. 
Th e experts and specialist representing diff erent countries could partici-
pated in such conferences. It makes the opportunity for exchange of views 
between professors-citizen coming from various legal system. In addition, 
the conferences have the advantage that, due to the large publicity, have 
the highest audience of listeners, which directly translates into the eff ec-
tiveness of the discussed legal and fi nancial institution.

Th e international exchange between universities also provides the 
chance for this topic. Within the European Union and not only in Poland, 
there is growing number of students enrolled on international exchanges 
through various forms of cooperation between universities. Th is exchange 
is oft en organized with the help of the European Union funds. Th is is an 
opportunity to exchange ideas, expand their knowledge and experience, 
also about the living standards of citizens in diff erent countries –  in the 
euro zone and outside of it.
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Another undefi ned tool possible to make use in the context of the 
functioning of the university is a natural contact with an academic 
teacher. It is obvious that students who are inspired by a lecture, are also 
asking the further questions during the break and they have expectation 
for customized dialogue. Th is is a special opportunity for predisposed 
citizen – academic teacher to share his or her insights and views with stu-
dent who is building own civic attitudes.

All of those matters need to be consider in the context of student-
citizen’s increasing distrust to the media, political parties, social groups, 
and thus the mission of higher education in this regard is very necessary.

A very good example of the higher education institution using all of 
the above mentioned ways and tools of spreading knowledge and lead-
ing discussion is the Alcide De Gasperi University of Euroregional Econ-
omy in Józefów. In this school during the specialization of public safety, 
administration, law, environmental protection and other subjects regu-
lated under the national education framework, it is naturally possible to 
propose and discuss the banking union issues and to dispel public doubts 
about the euro currency or about the implementation of prudential super-
vision in the European Union. It can be state from the experience of an 
academic teacher and practicing lawyer that there is interest of students in 
those topics. And it should be emphasized that the question of joining the 
euro zone is a common problem and on every citizen.

To conclude, the demand should be placed that academic staff  from 
such specialization as economics, fi nance, accounting, banking, homeland 
security, law, public administration, political science, management were 
more open-minded, committed involved to priority issues of the current 
decade in Poland.
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